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DECLARATION
by
The Association of Balkan Chambers 
(A B C)
Adopted in Istanbul, 27th November 2008
We, the Presidents of the member Chambers / Unions of the Association of Balkan Chambers (ABC);

 gathered today, November 27th 2008, in İstanbul, on the occasion of the ABC General Assembly,

Considering the importance of regional cooperation in the Balkans in comprehending stability and prosperity, as well as in acting as stimulus for EU accession,

Recognizing the need, for regional economic development, to improve economic relations and trade among the member countries, as well as with all our neighbors and EU member states, 

Committing ourselves to the accomplishment of free trade network in the region, improving all elements of trade and infrastructure, on the grounds of promoting trade liberalization and facilitation, 
Decided
To promote the future accession of ABC countries to the European Union and restate our commitment in enhancing stability and prosperity in the Balkan region.
To collaborate with Regional Cooperation Council (RCC), in order to create shared understanding and strategies for common issues that will further promote European and Euro – Atlantic integration, in line with the South East European Cooperation Process (SEECP).
To propose Regional Cooperation Council (RCC) to affirm the collaboration among RCC and ABC by a declaration of interest that will set the operational guidance.
To enhance bilateral cooperation between ABC and ASCAME, in an enlarged network, for the promotion of the business climate among the members of two organizations.   
To continue improving the functioning and activities of ABC to represent worldwide, the “voice” of business of the Balkans region.

To establish the ABC Women Entrepreneurs Council to function within the Association, with the objective of enhancing the contribution of women entrepreneurs to national and regional economies.
To welcome a new long – term cooperation mechanism with DIHK, following the termination of ABC – DIHK partnership project, with the goal of sustaining the efficient cooperation between ABC and Germany, and reaffirming their commitment to EU single market. 
To continue paying efforts to establish a concrete scheme that will provide the institutional sustainability of ABC.
 To acknowledge the contribution of the Round – Table Meeting that has been realized thanks to the support of the governments and to further improve the cooperation and synergy that has been instituted among the ABC Member Countries’ governments.      
To organize activities that will improve regional network among ABC Member Countries, with a focus on common interests and benefits, bringing together not only Member Chambers but representatives from Governments of the Member Chambers’ Countries.
