THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE BALKAN ASSOCIATION 
OF THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY (ABC),

Bucharest, May 18th 2007
MINUTE OF THE PROCEEDINGS

The Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Romania (CCIR), holding at present the ABC presidency, organized on May 18th 2007 the General Assembly of the ABC, in view of presenting the Association’s strategic directions and agenda, during the Romanian presidency of ABC, in the context of Romania’s and Bulgaria’s joining the European Union.

The proceedings included a report on the activity carried out during the first part of Romania’s mandate as president in office of the organization, as well as the agenda within the ABC-DIHK partnership project. 


The debates focused on themes of interest proposed by the participants in the Assembly, such as: the possibilities of fostering the economic cooperation in the Region by the implementation of the CEFTA 06 Agreement, the new maritime policy of the European Union, as well as the development and the stability in the Region. 


The main proposals of the participants referred to:

· the implication of the national CCIs of the member states in running the the ABC-DIHK Project in 2007;
· the promotion of the services provided by the SOLVIT Offices, which were created by the European Commission to clarify the different regulations of the member state administrations;

· the strengthening of arbitration and mediation of disputes, as well as the creation of a real cooperation network in arbitration;

· the reviewing of the Code of Business Ethics, endorsed when ABC began functioning;
· the promotion of the private-public partnership regarding procurement, and the creation of a legal framework in the field;
· the organization of a Standing Forum of the CEFTA member chambers and the setting-up of a dialog between this Forum and the EuroChambres, in view of getting assistance on the part of the EuroChambres experts, as well as of their participation in the ABC work groups;

· the leading of policies meant to valorize the potential of the maritime areas, to promote competitiveness in the specific economic activities of these areas, to observe the anti-pollution regulations, and to implement the information and communication technologies in the maritime transport sector;

· the cooperation of the ABC national CCIs in identifying and utilizing the European financing programs, dedicated to the businessmen in the Balkan region.

As a general remark, the participants showed their concern for sustaining a lobbying activity with the government institutions of the ABC member states, in order to increase the Association’s visibility, as a positive example of the regional cooperation, as well as to develop its cooperation with the EuroChambres.

Also, the participants emphasized in their interventions the necessity of paying more attention to the professional improvement of the chambers’ staffs and of the ABC information system, leading to the supply of good quality services to the CCI members.


With reference to the Association’s future meetings, two proposals have been made for 2008: on the one hand, the coordinator of the ABC-DIHK Project invited the ABC members to have a General Assembly in Germany, in Berlin, and on the other hand, another proposal suggested the organization of two General Assemblies in the country holding the ABC presidency and an extraordinary Assembly, in Germany, like a business forum, or like a meeting of the presidents of the ABC chambers, the latter proposal being endorsed by all the participants in the Assembly. 

For 2009, a proposal suggested the organization of two General Assemblies in the country holding the ABC presidency and an extraordinary Assembly, like a business forum, in Brussels, in order to get closer to the European organizations. A decision in this respect will be made after further debates.

Regarding the permanent location of the ABC Secretariat, several proposals have been made, among which the Turkish offer to host the Secretariat in Istanbul,  on TOBB expenses, but no decision has been made so far. 


The General Assembly ended with the endorsement of the ABC Joint Declaration, which will be presented at the EuroChambres General Assembly, on May 29th 2007, by Mr. Victor Babiuc, president of CCIR, member of the EuroChambres Standing Committee, and president in office of ABC.

