COMMON DECLARATION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

OF THE BALKAN ASSOCIATION OF THE CHAMBERS

OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY (ABC)
Bucharest, May 18th 2007
We, the Chambers of Commerce and Industry member of the Balkan Association of the CCIs, gathered today, May 18th 2007, in Bucharest, at the ABC General Assembly, have endorsed the present Common Declaration, which will be presented by the President in office of ABC, Mr. Victor Babiuc, at the EuroChambres General Assembly, on May 29th 2007:

· The continuous changing of our region’s configuration, as a result of the status modification of our countries in their relation to the EU, requires imperatively coherence and flexibility in approaching the problems on  the Balkan level, harmonizing permanently the interests of the business communities represented by the ABC member CCIs with the CCIs in the EU member states. Hence, the necessity of a EU regional policy regarding the extended Balkan area, not only limited to the West Balkans, according to the model of the Black Sea Synergic Strategy. We therefore make an appeal to the EuroChambres to support this point of view with the European Commission, in view of making the cooperation agreement between ABC and EuroChambres more effective.

· The intermingling among the structural components of the different regional initiatives in the Balkans also requires a better correlation of the regional development programs, specific for each initiative, in order to avoid the material and human energy waste, in overlapping or even redundant projects. We think that EuroChambres might get involved in this process of correlation, both directly and by its members, CCIs in EU member states which are part of the process as expertise donors, in such programs (i.e. DIHK, Unioncamere a.s.o.), and/or  by CCIs in countries member of the initiatives, which benefit by such programs, both categories being EuroChambres members. 
· ABC chambers including CCIs of Croatia and Moldova have established CEFTA Forum as the instrument of supporting the business community in the implementation of free trade in the Region. Therefore, we kindly address the EuroChambres to use their capacity in fostering the process of ratifying the CEFTA Agreement in the whole CEFTA region.   
· Considering the strategic objectives of ABC, the dialog between the economic and social partners, the business environment and the government authorities of the member states, as well as the identified partnership forms between the private and the public sectors become compulsory conditions for a regional cooperation connected to the globalization process. From this point of view, we would appreciate the EuroChambres support and the transfer of expertise in the field. 
