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5th – 9th February 2006
SRB) Yugoslavian River Shipbuilding soon on tender

Vibilia Tanjug 724

The General Director of Yugoslavian River Shipbuilding (JRB) (www.jrb.co.yu), Milan Mijailovic, announced that a tender should soon be published for the sale of that company, whose bookkeeping value equals about €28 mn, and which has aroused interest in seven companies. According to him, the bookkeeping value of the company is about €28 mn, and the tender conditions will require investments in the amount of €16 mn and a social program worth €3 mn. JRB's total income in 2005 equaled €11 mn, and it should reach €12.5 mn for the year of 2006, Mijailovic stated.

(SRB) Low use of capacities in "Jat"

Vibilia Blic 724

Although "Jat Airways" (www.jat.com) had a positive balance last year, for the first time in several years, this Serbian airline company still falls into the category of companies that have the lowest use of capacities in Europe. Namely, from January to November of 2006, "Jat's" airplance capacities were filled by 57%. At the same time, out of the 30 European airlines, only one was below "Jat", with the lowest use of capacities, and that's "Luxair" (www.luxair.lu) with 55.6%. Comparing the companies just in November, "Jat" was second place again, with 50.8% used capacities, while first place in this case was the company "Air one" (www.flyairone.it) with 47.9%.

(SRB) Good exchange worth 366.8 mn USD

Vibilia Tanjug 724

Companies in Srem's Region have, from the beginning of January to the end of November of 2006, achieved a goods exchange with foreign partners worth 366.8 mn USD, and trades were realized with 89 countries. Goods worth 144.5 mn USD were exported and 222.1 mn USD worth were imported. The trade deficit equaled 77.5 mn USD. The import-export coverage was 65.1%. Most exports went to Bosnia and Herzegovina, EU countries, Macedonia and Croatia. During this period, Srem's companies bought mainly from Germany, Italy, Croatia, Czech, Bulgaria and other countries. New tires, produced by the company Galaxy in Ruma, still hold a dominant spot in the export structure of Srem's economy.

(SRB) €4 mn for investments from NIP

Vibilia Tanjug 724

For the construction of an industrial area, the Municipality of Bor (www.opstinabor.com) received €4 mn from the National Investment Plan (NIP), the Chief of the Municipal Administration and the Assistant President of the Expert Team for Executing NIP, Ljubinka Jelic, stated. The area will be of great importance for the further economic development of the municipality. The Municipality of Bor applied with over 20 projects for NIP's means. One of them, whose construction has been approved, is the construction of a new Municipal Court building and the Outfitting of the Municipal Administration building. €240 000 has been approved for the construction of children's playgrounds, sports courts and the reconstruction of the roof structure of the Sports-Recreation Center "Mladost". This year, the "Business Incubator Center" buildings will also be renovated, which will require €150 000.

Jelic announced that the regional road Bor-Zajecar, through Nikolicevo, will be finished this year, as well as the reconstruction of several local roads, which will require about €1.8 mn.

(SRB) EU approves tourism project in Vrsac and Lugoz

Vibilia Tanjug 724

The European Union has, in the outline of international cooperation, approved the mutual project of Vrsac (www.vrsac.com) and the Rumanian city of Lugoz, to do with the installation of tourism signalization, a member of Vrsac's Municipal Council, responsible for tourism, Ljubisa Milosavljevic, stated today. At the meeting with representatives from Lugoz, in Vrsac, he said that the purpose of the project is to better present the cultural-historical monuments and tourism development of this city. The project is worth €81 575, EU is financing €73 375 and Vrsac's Municipality is taking care of the rest.

(SRB) Kosovo owes 1.182 bn USD

Vibilia Tanjug 726

According to information from NBS (www.nbs.yu), Kosovo and Metohija's total debt on Dec. 31, 2006, equaled 1.182 bn USD, in the past few years 130 mn USD were paid while, according to information from the Negotiating Team for KiM, Serbia daily issues about 100 000 USD.

(SRB) USA sets aside 279 mn USD for help to Kosovo

Vibilia Tanjug 726

George Bush, President of the United States of America, proposed that 279 mn USD be set aside from the budget of the United States of America, in the outline of supplementary help that will be allotted after the settlement of the status of the Province.

(SRB) Use of business capacities is 1% higher

Vibilia Tanjug 726

The survey of the Economic Institute (www.ecinst.org.yu) on the conjunction showed that the average degree of use of economic capacities last year was 63.8% and that it is one percent higher than in 2005, the Institute Associate, Milan Kovac, stated. Presenting a new issue of the bulletin "Macroeconomic Analyses and Trends • MAT", Kovac said that the degree of capacity use is higher in the private sector where it equals 67%, than in the government and public sector, where it is 60%. At the same time, 20% of private and 30% of public companies had a problem with financing finished product reserves, Kovac said, pointing out that expensive banking credits caused a shortage in working capital and a decrease in business activities. Layoffs occurred in the public sector, while they did not in the private sector, but there weren't many new engagements either. Businesspersons pointed out that a significant improvement occurred last year in the payment of claims and the operation of inspection agencies, but that taxes, high corruption level and monopolies, as well as the constant worsening of the financial situation remain a big problem.

(SRB) Annual number of tourists in Serbia increases by 1%

Vibilia Tanjug 726

Last year, Serbia was visited by 2.6 mn guests, which is 1% more than in 2005, the Tourism Organization of Serbia (www.serbia-tourism.org) stated, quoting information from the Republic Statistics Institute (www.statserb.sr.gov.yu). The number of foreign tourists increased by 4% and reached 468 842, while the number of national guests, of 1 537 646 remained at the same level as in 2005. Most tourists stayed in main administration centers (741 853), which is a 4% increase, while 319 420 guests stayed in spas, which is a 6% increase. The number of tourists on mountains decreased by 2%, because of a decrease in visits by national guests, which there were a total of 392 409. Domestic guests made up 77% of the total number of tourists. There were 24% more foreigners on mountains, 3% more in main administration centers, 1% more in spas and 40% more in other places. Last year, tourists achieved a total of 6 592 622 over-night stays, which is 1% more than in 2005, and domestic tourists made up 85%. Domestic guests increased the number of over-night stays by one percent, and foreigners by two percent.

(SRB) Bulgarian owner takes over Glass Factory Paracin

Vibilia Beta 726

The buyer of the Serbian Glass Factory in Paracin (www.serbianglass.co.yu) is the Bulgarian company "Rubin" (www.rubin-glass.com), from Pleven, and it will officially take over that factory on Feb. 16th, the President of that company's Union "Nezavisnost" (Independence), Borivoje Jevtic, announced. He said that the factory will be purchased since the new owner provided a bank guarantee of €25 mn and fulfilled the condition to allow 90% of workers to sign the out-of-court settlement of outstanding debts. The Serbian Glass Factory in Paracin was sold on Nov. 9th to "Rubin" for €100 000, and the buyer is obligated to take over all debts and invest €25 mn into production. It is estimated that Bulgarians will invest over €50 mn into the Glass Factory in that way. According to Jevtic, the glass factory's workers received 130 mn din of debt in the name of disrespecting the collective agreement in the previous period, and they were also paid jubilee bonuses and regresses for holidays. "Out of 1914 workers, 264 of them are technological excess and they didn't receive the intended €100 per year of work experience from the Government, and the buyer is obligated to pay €160 per year of work experience, in order for workers to gain the right to the labor market based on years of work experience", Jevtic pointed out.

(SRB) Serbian designer among top 10

Vibilia Tanjug 726

A young designer from Serbia, Nemanja Lalicic, who presently lives in Italy, is the creator of one of the ten best ideal solutions on "Peugeot's" (www.peugeot.com) advertisement for the new automobile design, the representative of that company in Serbia, "Verano motors" (www.verano.co.yu), stated. His success is even greater considering the fact that the French producer received about 4000 creative solutions from all over the world, the report stated. The topic of the advertisement, "P.L.E.A.S.E. Innovate", was innovativeness. The winner of the contest will be known in March. This is not the first time that someone from Serbia achieved success on that prestigious contest, five years ago, the winner was Marko Lukic, the report stated. This year, a record was broken in the number of arrived projects, the fourth contest for "Peugeot's" design gained even greater international importance, since applications arrived from 113 countries of the world.

(SRB) Foreign currency influx of 500 mn USD expected

Vibilia Tanjug 728

There are realistic possibilities that Serbia's direct foreign income from tourism this year will be higher than 500 mn USD, which will exceed the record income from 1989, the Minister of Trade and Tourism (www.minttu.sr.gov.yu), Bojan Dimitrijevic, stated today. He said that the application of satellite accounts will begin in 2007, so that the indirect income will be followed too, which will increase the total income 1.5 times. According to him, the privatization of the most important hotels should also be finished this year, and a new visual identity of Serbian tourism will also open soon, and a tender will soon be published for it by the Tourism Organization of Serbia (www.serbia-tourism.org).

(SRB) PKS celebrates 150th anniversary in March

Vibilia Tanjug 728

The President of the Chamber of Commerce of Serbia (PKS) (http://pks.komora.net), Slobodan Milosavljevic, announced that on March 13th, that Association of Businesspersons will celebrate 150 years of existence and work. The monograph will be presented on that occasion, which represents the history of Serbia's economy, jubilee awards will be presented, and a formal academy will be held, the President of PKS stated. Milosavljevic said that the formal celebration of 150 years of PKS will be attended by the highest officials from the world, Europe and Serbia.

The Chamber of Commerce of Serbia will be the host of two large assemblies today • the meeting of the presidency of the Association of European Chambers Eurochambres (www.eurochambres.eu) and their meeting with the presidents of the chambers of commerce of West Balkan countries that are part of CEFTA (www.cefta.org), the President of PKS, Slobodan Milosavljevic, announced. In negotiations with officials from the European chamber system we will lobby for Serbia's business interests, to present our country and the CEFTA region as attractive markets for investors.

